Bean Beat

ASA Wants New Farm Bill to Correct Soybean Inequities

The American Soybean Association (ASA) wants the
new Farm Bill to correct major inequities in price and
income support levels that exist under the 2002 Farm Bill.

“While soybean farmers are familiar and comfortable
with the structure of farm programs under the 2002 Farm
Bill, they are concerned that current support levels don’t
provide an equitable safety net for soybean production,”
said ASA President Rick Ostlie, a soybean grower from
Northwood, N.D. “We also want to make sure the Farm
Bill assures the continued growth of the emerging
biodiesel industry, provides effective conservation
practices on working lands, and continues strong support
for soybean research and export promotion.”

The ASA President noted that, “The Administration
Farm Bill proposal increases spending under the direct
payment program. We would prefer to see any additional

The American Soybean Association

funds used to level the playing field by setting more
equitable marketing loan rates and target prices,
and through income-generating opportunities like
biodiesel that are good for soybean growers and the
nation at large.”

Without ASA there would be no national organization
to represent the interests of U.S. soybean farmers in
Washington, D.C. While all U.S. soybean farmers
contribute to the mandatory checkoff, by law none
of those dollars can be used to fund policy or lobbying
work.

Dues from voluntary membership in ASA and your
state soybean association provide the funding for
representation of soybean farmers in Washington, D.C.
To become a member, visit www.soygrowers.com, or
call your state membership chair listed below.

State Soybean Association Membership Chairs

ALABAMA
Sam Butler
256-723-8259

ARKANSAS

Gary Sitzer
870-684-7117

GEORGIA/
FLORIDA

Jimmy Clements

229-881-2700

ILLINOIS
David Hartke
217-857-6808

INDIANA
Darrel McGiriff
765-662-8260

IOWA
James Andrew
515-386-8358

KANSAS
Raylen Phelon
785-549-3532

Peggy Bellar
620-374-2197

KENTUCKY
Aaron Reding
502-549-7788

Keith Tapp
270-835-9999

LOUISIANA
David Lanclos
318-473-6530

MID-ATLANTIC

Byron DuBois
856-358-8449

MICHIGAN
Jim Wilson
810-387-2811

MINNESOTA
Robert Nelsen
507-274-5163

Lawrence Sukalski
507-238-2118

MISSISSIPPI
Tommy Swindoll
662-429-9644
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MISSOURI
Kelly Forck
573-761-4122

NEBRASKA
Larry Walla
402-666-5894

Richard Bartek
402-623-4326

NORTH
CAROLINA

Jacob Parker
252-796-1831

NORTH DAKOTA
Jared Hagert
701-594-6474

OHIO
Mark Watkins
419-673-0514

OKLAHOMA
Pamela Snelson
918-531-2335

SOUTH CAROLINA

M. D. Floyd
843-659-4350

http://www.soygrowers.com

SOUTH DAKOTA
Dave Poppens
605-647-5695

TENNESSEE
Eric Maupin
731-287-8977

TEXAS
Daniel Berglund
409-543-7464

VIRGINIA
James Oliver, Jr.
757-255-2422

WISCONSIN
Joe Bragger
715-985-2314

ASA
MEMBERSHIP
CHAIR

Rob Joslin
937-492-8440

ASA
MEMBERSHIP
DEPT.

800-688-7692, ext. 1312
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